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Redhill School

A Foundation School Specialising in
the Performing Arts and Science

Redhill Road
Arnold
Nottingham NG5 8GX
Tel: 0115 926 1481
Fax: 0115 967 6922

Email: admin@redhill.notts.sch.uk
Website: www.redhill.notts.sch.uk

Headteacher: Andrew Burns
Chair of Governors: Steve Hopkins

Chair of PTA: Richard Gaunt



The School Year

Term Dates for 2010 — 2011

Autumn Term
Tuesday 7 September to Wednesday 22 December
Half Term Week

Monday 25 October to Friday 29 October

Spring Term
Wednesday 5 January to Friday 15 April
Half Term Week

Monday 21 February to Friday 25 February

Summer Term
Tuesday 3 May to Friday 22 July
Half Term Week

Monday 30 May to Friday 3 June

The School Day

8.45 am Period 1
9.45 am Period 2
10.45 am Tutor Time
11.05 am Break
11.20 am Period 3
12.20 pm Lunch

1.05 pm Period 4
2.05 pm Period 5

3.05 pm End of School Day



Access to Documents and Information

Parents are welcome to contact the school at any time to seek information on
matters relating to their child. They have the right to ask to see the following:

e The schools statement of curriculum policy.

e All statutory instruments, circulars and administrative memoranda
concerning the curriculum which are sent to the school by the Department
for Education and Skills.

The OFSTED report on the school - January 2009

All syllabuses followed whether for public examination or otherwise.

The school’s procedure for dealing with complaints about the curriculum.
The school’s agreed syllabus for Religious Education.

Parents requiring to see any of these should contact the school to make suitable
arrangements.

Catering Facilities: Snacks and Meals

The school’s catering service provides an extensive range of healthy options
served in our two dining rooms. The new dining hall, with adjacent shop,
serves breakfasts, snacks at morning break and lunchtime options including
hot and cold meals, healthy snacks and drinks. The old dining hall is open at
lunchtime serving sandwiches, drinks and cold alternatives and is also
available for students who choose to bring packed lunches.

A cashless catering system operates in school and this means that no cash is
taken at the kitchen till point at break or lunchtime. Students are registered
on the system and a numerical record is stored from biometric data. Each
student account can be debited with school dinner money either on-line, or
in school by cheque or cash. To debit money on-line each parent is given a
unique login ID to the school Parentpay system where credit card payments
can be made over the internet. This system ensures your child’s dinner
money is spent in school and removes the need for your child to carry
money. Alternatively cash machines and a cheque box are located in the
dining hall for use at any time. There are many benefits to be gained from
the system, particularly quicker service and anonymous free school meal
claims.

Lunchtime Passes

Children who wish to leave the site at lunchtime are required to have a
lunchtime pass. These will have the student’s photograph on and can be
applied for through Student Reception. The school reserves the right to
withdraw the pass at any time. Lunchtime passes will only be issued to Key
Stage 3 students in exceptional circumstances. We strongly suggest that
parents only give permission for their son/daughter to have a lunchtime pass
if they go home for dinner. The school cannot take responsibility for the
safety of students at lunchtime if they leave our site.



Charging Policy
Charges on students are levied as follows:

 All board and lodging costs on residential visits.

 Activities outside school hours which are not part of the National Curriculum or
in preparation for a prescribed public examination.

» Examination entries where a student, for no good reason, has failed to complete
the requirements of the examination or to attend school for the paper(s).

» Payment for damage to, or loss of, school property caused wilfully or negligently
by a student.

» A contribution towards the cost of peripatetic music tuition of £50 per term per
student.

e Re-sit units for AS/A2 examinations.

The school may also request voluntary contributions from parents for other school
activities in or out of school time for which compulsory charges may not be levied,
but which can only be provided if there is sufficient voluntary funding. Funds and
expenses within school are such that we cannot always provide these activities
from our school budget. Parents may wish to discuss these issues with the
Headteacher or one of his senior colleagues.

Neither the school nor the Local Authority has insurance cover for loss or damage
to students’ personal property. Parents may wish to consider a personal insurance
policy to cover such loss. In the event of loss or damage caused by a student to
another student’s property, the school will attempt to mediate. Students will be
encouraged to accept personal responsibility for their actions, whether deliberate or
accidental.

Complaints Procedure

Should parents have any complaints about the school curriculum or related matters
these will be discussed, as far as possible, within informal meetings with the
appropriate teacher or the Headteacher. It is hoped that the majority of concerns
can be resolved speedily and amicably by this method.

When a particular difficulty cannot be resolved, a complaint can be registered with
the Chair of Governors of the school.

Medical Facilities

There is a school nurse for Redhill, and our linked primary schools. We also employ
a health care assistant who is on site during school hours. The office and medical
room is in the foyer of the Lower School Building. Students becoming ill in school
or requiring first aid will be attended to and where necessary parents will be
contacted. The nurse keeps all medical records and it is essential that she is kept
up-to-date on health related problems and that emergency contact humbers are
available for all students. Students requiring medicine in school hours should hand
this to the health care assistant with full details of dosage, etc. If a child develops
a condition needing treatment, or has an accident out of school hours, the parent
should contact his/her GP before he or she returns to school.



No Smoking Policy

The school has a no smoking policy for all our staff, students and visitors. Under
no circumstances should cigarettes, lighters, matches or other substances be
brought to school.

Suspected Child Abuse

Every school in Nottinghamshire is required to follow a set procedure in cases of
suspected child abuse. Headteachers are required to refer any concerns to the
Social Services Department for further investigation so that children at risk can be
identified quickly. This procedure is intended to protect children from abuse.
When a school refers a concern about a student to Social Services it is not
accusing the parents of abuse but is requesting that further investigation takes
place to establish whether a child is at risk.

Disability Access

Parents or visitors who have particular needs and wish to access our facilities
should contact the school office for further guidance.

Access requirements for prospective students will be assessed on an individual
basis.
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The Curriculum

Our aim is to provide a curriculum that enables all students to enjoy and achieve
during their time at Redhill, as well as meeting all statutory requirements. We
know we need to prepare our students for further education and to live and
work in a fast-changing and challenging world.

At Key Stage 3 (Years 7-9) students will study:

Art French Music

Dance Geography Personal Development
Design & Technology History Physical Education
Drama ICT Religious Education
English Mathematics Science

In Year 7 students are taught in ability sets in English and Mathematics and in a
variety of other groups for the remaining subjects.

Some students, with a particular aptitude for languages may be invited to
study German in addition to French in Year 8.

In Year 8 Modern Foreign Languages and Humanities also introduce setting by
ability; in Year 9 Science also introduces setting by ability.

During Year 9 students receive advice about their options for 14-19 education,
and undertake career planning activities, often involving the Nottinghamshire
Connexions Service. Parents are invited to be part of the decision-making
process.

At Key Stage 4 (Years 10 and 11) all students continue to study:
English (and English Literature) Mathematics
Physical Education Religious Education

Science

Students then choose other subjects from:

Art History

Business (BTEC) ICT

Business Studies Music

Dance Music Technology
Drama PE (GCSE)

French Performing Arts (BTEC)
Food & Nutrition Religious Studies (GCSE)
Geography Resistant Materials
German Sport (BTEC)

Graphic Products Textiles

Health & Social Care (BTEC)

Some students are directed to follow a slightly different Key Stage 4 course that
includes the Nottinghamshire Diploma. This affords an opportunity to improve
their literacy and numeracy skills, develop confidence and the skills needed in
the outside world, and partake in a range of activities. The course leads to a
pre-GCSE qualification recognised by colleges.



Personal Development

The Personal Development course in Key Stage 3 gives students the knowledge,
skills and understanding to play an effective role in society at local, national and
international levels. It helps them become informed, thoughtful and responsible
citizens who are aware of their duties and rights. It promotes their moral, social
and cultural development, making them more self-confident and responsible
both in and beyond the classroom. It encourages students to play a helpful part
in the life of Redhill School and its community. It also teaches them about our
democratic institutions and values; encourages respect for different national
religions and ethnic identities; and develops students’ ability to reflect on issues
and take an active part in their education.

This course is extended in Key stage 4 to include greater focus on preparation
for adult life, career choices and enterprise and study skills.

Examination Entry Policy

Students opting for examination courses at Key Stages 4 and 5 will be expected
to complete all required coursework and will be entered for appropriate
examinations. The majority of students will sit GCSE examinations at the end of
Year 11 and AS/A2 examinations Post-16. A range of alternative courses is
available including National Diploma Certificates at Levels 2 and 3 and entry
level qualifications.

Extra Curricular Activities

Extra curricular provision is a strong feature of the school. A wide range of
opportunities in Music, Drama and Dance reflect our Performing Arts College
status. Students take part in performances, local visits and world-wide tours,
and can access our team of specialist peripatetic teachers. The PE Department
run school teams in several sports and we have a record of success over many
years. Inter-form activities are enthusiastically pursued. A number of subjects
including Science, Humanities, Art, Mathematics and English run after school
clubs or extra help sessions. Our annual calendar lists many trips and visits
which are organised to complement classroom activities and provide
opportunities to widen students’ experiences.

Homework

Students in Years 7, 8 and 9 are given a homework timetable early in the
autumn term which they are expected to copy into their Planner. This enables
parents to see when each subject teacher may set homework. We ask parents
to encourage and support their child by:

Checking that she/he has recorded homework tasks in their planner.
Insisting that homework is completed to the best of the student’s ability.
Encouraging high standards.

Testing work that has been set for learning.

Listening to her/him reading what she/he has written.



Students in Years 10 and 11 will receive their homework commitments during
the first few weeks of term. These are recorded in the Student Organiser. In
some subject areas homework tasks may relate to extended pieces of
coursework over several weeks. In cases such as this students should record
deadlines in the appropriate section of their organiser.

We do our best to address the learning needs of all students when setting
homework but if you are concerned that your child has too much or too little
homework, or that the work set is causing avoidable stress, please contact
us, via your child’s Form Tutor, in the first instance. We will never endorse
idleness but we know that undue stress does not produce happy students or
good results.

Information and Communication Technology

The school has seven suites of networked PCs, all of which have access to the
internet via a Broadband connection. Students also now have access to laptops
in some curriculum areas. We have our own intranet which contains an ever
increasing number of resources for a variety of subjects, and our own website
(www.redhill.notts.sch.uk). The Learning Support Department has six networked
stations dedicated to those who need an individualised learning programme.

All Key Stage 3 students have an ICT lesson each week and many subjects use
the facilities to deliver a variety of topics.

Instrumental Music Tuition

As well as the timetabled Music lessons for all students at Key Stage 3 and for
those who opt for the subject at Key Stages 4 - 5, there are weekly lessons in
school for those students who have special talents and interests in Woodwind,
Brass, String, Keyboards and Percussion instruments, as well as vocal lessons.
These lessons are taught by our team of peripatetic Music specialists. Parents
are expected to contribute towards the cost of these extra lessons. The
department has a small stock of instruments available for loan.

All students are required to have adequate insurance for musical instruments on
school site, whether they are owned by school or the students themselves.

This encouragement of talented instrumentalists has benefits not only for the
individuals but also for the Music Department, the school and the
community.

Learning Resource Centre

Individual study is encouraged for coursework and extra topics. The
Learning Resource Centre is a valuable centre for research and quiet work
for all students, with the help of a full-time Centre Manager. Lunchtime and
after school sessions are available for research and homework.



Monitoring Progress

We aim to encourage every student to make the best of him/herself, and
achieve success. Records of the academic progress of all individuals are kept
both by subject teachers and by Heads of Year. Parents receive an annual
report and a parents’ evening is held for each year group for consultation with
class teachers. In addition reviews take place throughout the year followed by
review meetings where parents and students discuss progress and targets with
form tutors. In addition Redhill School uses data gathered from students’ past
performance and diagnostic tests to produce minimum target grades in all
subjects.  Performance is continually matched against these and parents
informed when concerns over underachievement come to light.

Religion

The school is not affiliated with a particular religious denomination. Religious
teaching is based upon the Nottinghamshire Agreed Syllabus of Religious
Education, and the school will make arrangements for parents to exercise their
right of withdrawal of their children from religious worship or instruction.

Sex Education

The aim is to instil an awareness of factual information, personal responsibility,
and sensitivity to the needs and values of other people.

Formal lessons are given in Science and Personal Development lessons, dealing
early on with Growth and Adolescence, and Human Reproduction, and later with
Family Planning. Issues and choices arising from sexual development and
emotional involvement are examined. Questions and comments from students
arise naturally and are answered or discussed frankly in the framework of
guidelines from the Health Education Council. (Parents have the right to
withdraw their child in particular circumstances). A copy of the school's Sex
Education policy is available on request.

Special Educational Needs

At Redhill School we value all students equally. We believe that all our students
are entitled to a broad and balanced education. We recognise that some
students will need additional and alternative support, guidance and
encouragement in order to achieve their potential. In our work we have regard
to the Code of Practice on the identification and assessment of Special
Educational Needs, published by the Department for Education and Skills 2002.
A copy of Redhill School's Special Educational Needs policy is available on
request from the school.



The Post-16 Centre

The Redhill Post-16 Centre currently has over 160 students on roll and offers a
choice of twenty-nine post-16 courses. In Year 12 students are able to choose
up to five AS subjects, normally reducing this to three or four subjects at A2
level in Year 13. We have a particularly dedicated post-16 team of tutors led by
Mr Youl, the Head of Post-16, who provide a very high standard of practical,
day-to-day support and advice to their students. All students follow a full
programme of Personal Social Health Education and Citizenship including
sessions on time management, action planning, UCAS applications and financial
advice.

Our air-conditioned Post-16 Centre opened in April 2004 and provides the very
best accommodation including classrooms, study rooms, a social area and
offices. Smaller specialist areas and seminar rooms spread throughout the
school are also used to deliver our post-16 courses.

We fully expect our Post-16 to grow significantly in size over the next few years
both in terms of student numbers and the breadth of post-16 courses offered.

Advanced Level Courses;

Art Government & Politics
Art History Health & Social Care
Biology History

Business Studies/Economics ICT

Chemistry Mathematics

Critical Thinking Media Studies

Dance Music

English Language Philosophy and Ethics
English Literature Physical Education
Forensic Science Physics

French Product Design
Further Mathematics Psychology

General Studies Textiles

Geography Theatre Studies
German

National Diploma Courses;

Health & Social Care
Sport

Level 2 Courses;

BTEC Travel and Tourism
OCR I-Media

GCSE Resits;

English
Mathematics

Further information about Redhill’s Post-16 Centre can be found in the Post-16
prospectus available from the school office.
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Our Code of Conduct

» We are committed to high standards in all that we do.
» We expect all students to show respect for staff and for each other.

Respect for others;

o Try to see other people’s points of view.
e Communicate calmly and clearly.
» Help to keep the classroom environment a place for positive learning.

Respect for School;

» Help to make the school a pleasant environment.
e Move about in a co-operative fashion.
» Remember that you represent the school whenever you are in uniform.

Respect for Self;

o Dress in @ manner that shows yourself at your best.
o Complete all work to the best of your ability.
e Do not let yourself down.

We also remind students that ...

o Chewing gum is messy, and ruins clothes, equipment and furniture. Do not
bring it to school.

e Out of school, remember you are representing the school when you are in
uniform. Baseball caps and trainers should not be worn at all while you are
wearing school uniform.

e Personal music systems and other expensive equipment should not be
brought into school. School is not insured for the loss of students’ personal

property.

On occasions when students do fail to conform to these expectations, the school
employs various strategies and sanctions. This includes the use of school
detentions which may be held before or after school. Where detentions are for
more than fifteen minutes, parents will be informed, usually through the
Student Planner or a letter home. Parents’ help and support is an essential part
of Redhill’s success in upholding standards.



Absence from School

» Parents should contact the school office to report their child absent on the
first day of absence wherever possible.

e When a child is ill, school should be notified of the nature of the illness and,
when this can be predicted, the expected date of return to school.

» All students returning after a period of absence must bring a note explaining
the nature of the absence from the person having parental responsibility for
them. A number of tear out absence notes are provided for this purpose
towards the end of the student’s planner.

Please note the following:

e Only school can authorise absence.

o There is no automatic parental right to take children out of school for a
holiday in term time. Holidays should be arranged to coincide with school
holidays.

o Telephone calls may be made to check that your child’s absence is
legitimate.

Parents of students who do not reach a target of 85% attendance each term
will be notified. Any unsatisfactory absence will be referred to the
Educational Welfare Officer for further investigation. Students who achieve
100% attendance have their success recognised by the presentation of an
Attendance Certificate.

Guidance System

Our strong links with our primary schools ensure a sound basis for helping
young people at Redhill. During the year prior to coming to Redhill they will
meet several Redhill teachers who will play a key role in their time at school,
including the Headteacher, Assistant Head teacher and their Head of House.

Every student at Redhill School is a member of a ‘House’. The houses are
made up of students from Year 7 through to Year 12. The six houses at
Redhill are:

Green House
Africanus House
Smith House
Larwood House
Knight House
Lawrence House

The House system forms the basis of our pastoral care at Redhill. It provides
a structure whereby students are able to foster positive relationships across
the school, creating a community spirit, sense of belonging and positive
family ethos.



